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Study Finds Cancer Rate Stab 
ewiston Storage Site 

A 
reau - No evidence of an 

ex ber of cancer cases 
in midenls  -living near the former 
W e  Ontario Ordinance Works was 

: found in a year-long study conduct- 
& by two State University of Bufa- 

th@ study were re- 
t M town oPRkials, 

residents and rep,resentatiws of 
, envfronmental organfzations at a 
meeting in the tewiston T o m  -11 
Monday night by Dr. Tirn Byers 

, and Dr. John Vena of UB's Depart- 
>,merit of W i a l  and Preventive 
* Medkine, who conducted the study. 

Although the study produced no 
statistical evidence t h a t  cancer 

, rates have increased in the neigh- 
borhood surrounding the site, Dr. 
Byers mid the results "should not 
be interpreted as shdwing there are 

s no adverse health effects from 
2 possible past exposure to radiation 

. or chemicals in this area.'* 

D& B and Dr. Vena said 
they plan a more detailed study of 
lung cancer in the area. They asked 
for community cooperation in ideq- 

. tifying individuals who have suffer- 
: ed lung cancer and had a t  any time 
k resided within two miles of the c:-di- 
: nanee works. 
! The site, now called the Niagara 
Falls Storage Site, is being consid- 

tive wmte left over lrom World War sesidents such as tion, and 
Il stored at the site. other healah m h t  such as 

Dr. Byers said the study was diet, smoking, drinking habits. 
based on statistics provided by the I%. By- said gt h d i f n ~ l t  to 
New York State Tumor Remm draw com1usfo~)~ &om a study on 
and the U.S. census during the such a small group. 
years 19n to 1980. He said periods Me said the study 'lviis just cam- 
prior to 19n and after 1980 were not 
studied because of a lack sf reliable 

t to know the 

Lewiston and Youn@town, were proof tMt  &there Bs no i n c r e m  
studied. The  study was further health rW and said that health el- 
broken down to the %%mile area fects other than cancer were not 
imm-tely surrounding tbe oarfl- - c o n s i d e  by the shtdy. 
nance works and the; p m n t  sit@ Qi 41The one thing I don't want is to 
SCA ~trernbca~l S e r v l w  Inc. That provide ammunition for those who 
area is bounded by Cain CL'wk, want to continue dumping in your 
Swan Road and  Mckersonvtlle community," said. "E 
Road, A second area, south of the &ey try to this study, 
first and bounded by Creek, Swan, 1'11 be there 
Ridge and Dickemnville mds, 
a h  was studied. 

Sixtyseven cancers me in 
the &year period studied among 
approximately 2,200 individuals 
residing in the area surrounding the 
site, Dr. Byers said. Between 64 
and 68 cases would normally be ex- 
'petted he said. 

Dr. Byers said the type of sludy 
conducted 1s limited because it can- 
not detect very small excesses of 
cancer. It also d w s  not account for 
residents who were diagnosed after 
moving out of the area. 

ered for a-regional depository for 
low-level radioactive waste. There TEE Y did not take into 
am currently 16,000 tons of'radioae- account other information about 
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